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May 12, 2020 

Summary of Executive Order 05.12.20.02 
 
On May 12, 2020, Governor Brian Kemp issued 

an executive order 05.12.20.02 addressing 

Georgia’s ongoing Public Health Emergency 

and furthering the Governor’s initiative on 

Reviving a Healthy Georgia. The executive 

order (EO) includes the following directives: 

 In a previous executive order Governor 
Kemp extended the Public Health State of 
Emergency until June 12, 2020. Through 
May 31, 2020, all visitors and residents of 
Georgia shall continue to practice social 
distancing, are encouraged to wear face 
coverings, and avoid gatherings.  

 Georgia citizens in the following categories 
are asked to “shelter in place” (avoiding 
anything other than Essential Services, 
Necessary Travel, or engaging in gainful 
employment) until June 12, 2020:  
o Those persons who are 65 years of age 

or older. 
o Those persons who live in a nursing 

home or long-term care facility, 
including inpatient hospice, assisted 
living communities, personal care 
homes, intermediate care homes, 
community living arrangements, and 
community integration homes. 

o Those persons who have chronic lung 
disease. 

o Those persons who have moderate to 
severe asthma. 

o Those persons who have severe heart 
disease. 

o Those persons who are 
immunocompromised. Many conditions 
can cause a person to be 

immunocompromised, including cancer 
treatment, smoking, bone marrow or 
organ transplantation, immune 
deficiencies, poorly controlled HIV or 
AIDS, and prolonged use of 
corticosteroids and other immune 
weakening medication. 

o Those persons, of any age, with class III 
or severe obesity. 

o Those persons diagnosed with the 
following underlying medical 
conditions: diabetes, liver disease, and 
persons with chronic kidney disease 
undergoing dialysis. 

 Until June 12, 2020, citizens in one of these 
categories are subject to a “shelter in place” 
order and are restricted as to when they 
may leave the home and how they may 
receive visitors. 

 In addition to provisions for business 
operations and medically fragile Georgians, 
the Governor set out further guidelines for 
government operations in this EO. New 
rules regarding foster homes and children’s 
custodial arrangements can be found on 
page 26. Provisions for the extension of 
some deadlines and waiver of some rules 
for local governments can be found on page 
27. And provisions for the enforcement of 
this EO can be found on page 28.  
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The following provisions for business 

operations are effective immediately and 

stay in effect through May 31, 2020. These 

provisions may or may not be extended by a 

future executive order: 

 Restaurants & Dining Services may 
resume dine-in service and shall 
implement measures which mitigate 
the exposure and spread of COVID-19 
among its patrons and workforce. The 
EO lists 39 measures that restaurants 
and dining services shall abide by 
through May 31, 2020. Additionally, any 
of the Department of Public Health 
agencies may extend inspection 
timelines for any restaurant with a 
current “A” rating.  

 Critical Infrastructure, as defined by the 
Department of Economic Development, 
shall implement measures which 
mitigate the exposure and spread of 
COVID-19 to the maximum extent 
practicable.  Such measures may 
include, but shall not be limited to, the 
17 measures listed in the EO. 

 Businesses that are not Critical 
Infrastructure may continue in-person 
operations. However, those businesses 
shall implement measures which 
mitigate the exposure and spread of 
COVID-19 among its work force. Such 
measures must include the 22 
measures listed in the EO, and should, 
when possible, include an additional 3 
measures as listed.  

 Live performance venues, amusement 
parks, and bars shall remain closed to 
the public through May 31, 2020.  

 Grocery stores and other retail 
businesses shall implement additional 
measures to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, as practicable. These 
additional measures shall include 6 
measures as listed in the EO.  Grocery 

stores may implement, to the 
maximum extent practicable, an 
additional 13 measures as listed. 

 Healthcare Providers should comply 
will all the guidelines with Critical 
Infrastructure. Dental practices and 
optometrists shall adhere to their 
respective trade group guidelines, and 
opticians shall adhere to CDC 
guidelines. Ambulatory surgical centers 
shall implement additional measures to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. These 
measures may include, but shall not be 
limited to, 9 measures listed which shall 
be implemented to the maximum 
extent practicable. Both 
the facilities and workers in hospital; 
destination cancer hospitals; other 
special care units, including but not 
limited to, podiatric facilities, skilled 
nursing facilities, intermediate care 
facilities, personal care homes, 
ambulatory surgical centers or 
obstetrical facilities, health 
maintenance organizations, home 
health agencies; and diagnostic, 
treatment, or rehabilitation centers; as 
well as dialysis facilities and workers, 
are, through May 31, 2020, considered 
to be part of GEMA for liability 
immunity purposes. 

 Childcare Facilities may allow for up to 
20 persons to gather in a single 
location. These facilities shall cease 
transporting children for any purpose 
other than transporting children 
between their place of residence and 
the childcare facility and all permissible 
transports shall be conducted in such a 
way that maintains Social Distancing.  
Additionally, childcare facilities shall 
implement 13 measures as listed in the 
EO. 
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 Summer camps may operate, however 
overnight camps may not operate until 
guidance from the Department of 
Public Health allows them to do so. 
Summer camps shall implement 
measures to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 among campers and such 
measures shall include, but are not 
limited to,  32 measures listed in the 
EO.  

 Gyms and Fitness Centers shall 
implement additional measures to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, as 
practicable. Such measures shall include 
19 measures listed in the EO. 

 Body Art Studios, Estheticians, Hair 
Designers, Massage Therapists, and 
Tanning Facilities shall implement 
additional measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, as practicable. 
Such measures shall include 13 
measures as listed in the EO. 

 Movie Theaters may operate and shall 
implement additional measures to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. Such 
measures shall include 8 measures as 
listed in the EO. 

 Bowling Alleys shall implement 
additional measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Such measures 
shall include 11 measures as listed in 
the EO. 

 

 

Disclaimer: The Georgia Chamber seeks to provide 
access to recommendations, regulations, services, 
and expertise to its members. During the COVID-
19 pandemic, this mission remains constant. Prior 
to acting, members should consult their own 
professional advisors for information and counsel 
specific to the individual and unique situations 
faced by organizations, individuals, and 
corporations. The opinions, interpretations and 
recommendations of the Georgia Chamber are 
informational only and should not be relied upon 
by the recipient as legal or professional advice. 
The Georgia Chamber makes no representations 
as to the accuracy or reliability of the content 
contained herein. Users of this information accept 
all risks associated with the use of such 
information and agree that the Georgia Chamber 
has no liability to user. 

 






























































	051220_SummaryOf05122002EO_FINALEdit.pdf
	KempEO_05.12.20.02.pdf

